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1. An experiment was carried out in which 19 test persons estimated the size of a blue area (rel-
ative to a total area of 100) in five different types of plots. Download the R file
http://evol.bio.lmu.de/ statgen/StatEES/17SS/bluearea first analysis.R that contains the commands
for downloading the data and visualizing certain aspects of the data.

(a) Understand what this R file does and how it does it by

• trying it out, also parts of it,

• using the online help system, and

• changing some commands and options and check how this affects the results.

• adapting and applying it the blue area experiment data of your cohort

(b) Add similar R commands to the file to visualize how the estimation errors depend on the
type of the plot and on the true value. Try to do this in just one plot, and explore several
possibilities for this.

(c) What (preliminary) conclusions would you draw from your new plots?

(d) Discuss the experimental design. Should the experiment be repeated in a different way?
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of several possible approaches.

2. Repeat exercise 1 with various alternative error measures, e.g. squared error, relative error, . . .

(a) Discuss and explore with the data how sensitive these error measures are for outliers. Discuss
how sensitive they should be for outliers.

(b) Discuss and explore with the data how the different error measures depend on the true value
of the blue area.

(c) Search by visualization for further possible effects in the data.

(d) Explore this: If the errors of a certain visualization method is below average in this dataset
according to a certain way of measuring errors, does this also hold for any other reasonable
way of measuring errors?

3. Two dice are tossed. Given that the sum of the pips is 8, what is the probability that at least
one of the dice shows 3 pips?

4. Imagine a test for an infectious disease with a sensitivity of 99.9%, i.e. it detects the disease
for 99.9% of the patients that have the disease, and a specificity of 90%, i.e. it indicates the disease
for 10% of the uninfected patients. If 2% of the population are infected and the tests indicates the
disease for a person that was randomly selected from the population, what is then the probability
that the person is indeed infected?
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